
MINUTES 

ATHENS MUNICIPAL-REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 

December 5, 2016 

12:00 P.M. 

CONFERENCE ROOM 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Tom Hamilton 
Eric Newberry 
Ralph Fenton 
J ana Garrett 
Dick Pelley 
Yvonne Raper 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

MEMBERS ABSENT 
Janice Hardaway 

1. Approval of October 31, 2016 work session minutes 

OTHERS ATTENDING 
Anthony Casteel April Johnston 
Steve Spangler Jim Dyer 
Tim Kuykendall Arnold Sledge 
Gail Sledge Thomas Tallent 
Mickey Oden Virginia Tallent 
Robert L. Harris 

The minutes of the October 31, 2016, work session were read and approved on motion by 
Eric Newberry; seconded by Ralph Fenton; vote- unanimous 

2. Approval of November 28, 2016 work session minutes 
The minutes of the ovembe�· 28, 2016, work session were read and approved on motion 
by Ralph Fenton; seconded by Dicl Pelley; vote- unanimous 

3. Approval of the October 3, 2016 regular minutes 
The minutes of the Octobe r  3,  7016, regular meeting were read and approved on motion 
by Eric lewbcrry; seconded by Ralph Femon; vote- unanimous 

OLD BUSINESS 

There was no Old Business to discuss. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Chairman Hamilton expressed his personal thanks to Fire Chief Jim Dyer, Fire Department, 
Public Works, and AUB (Athens Utilities Board) for all the fine work they've done in the last 
week since the tornado hit McMinn County and the City of Athens. 



1. Election of Officers 

Chairman Hamilton turned the meeting over to Anthony Casteel for the election process. 
Mr. Casteel opened the floor for nominations for Chairman. 

Ralph Fenton nominated Tom Hamilton for Chairman and it was seconded by Yvonne 
Raper. Mr. Casteel asked Mr. Hamilton if he was willing to serve another term and he 
agreed. Vote- unanimous- None Opposed 

Mr. Casteel opened the floor for nominations for Vice� Chairman. 

Ralph Fenton nominated Janice Hardaway for Vice�Chairman and it was seconded by 
Yvonne Raper. Mr. Casteel said the Mrs. Hardaway did tell him verbally on the phone, 
that she is willing to serve another term if nominated. Vote- unanimous- None 
Oppose.d 

Mr. Casteel opened the floor for nominations for Secretary. 

Chairman Hamilton nominated Ralph Fenton for Secretary and it was seconded by Eric 
Newberry. Mr. Casteel asked Mr. Fenton if he was willing to serve another term and he 
agreed. Vote - unanimous - None Opposed 

With the election process being completed, Mr. Casteel turned the meeting back over to 
Chairman Hamilton. 

2. Commercial Right of Way modifications by Marathon Realty Corporation on Church 
Street 

Tim Kuykendall addressed tbe Pla1ming Commis ion about an additional entrance off 
Church Street at the end of the Old McMinn County School Board building. The 
reasoning for Lhis request is to get some cross-traffic acce s out of the parking lot for the 
school board faciUty so they would not have to interact with all the grocery store trafiic. 
If you are conducting school board business. you can circulate around that building in 
and O.l1t without having to go in front of the grocery store. 

Mr. Casteel said Staff is fine with it and Public Works already looked at it and they are 
OK with it as well. 

Mr. l uvkendall responded, it was just th amount of traffic on Church Street. It is really 
for school board use so it is not going to heavily used. 

MOTION: To appro\7C the request as presented. 

MADE: Eric Newberry 
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SECOND: 
VOTE: 

Dick Pelley 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

3. Final Plat Approval for Arnold Sledge: the properties front on Hughes Street within the City 
of Athens, (Tax Map 0561 Group A Parcel 029.00, Tax Map 0561 Group A Parcel 030.00, Tax 
Map 0561 Group A Parcel 031.00 and Tax Map 0561 Group A Parcel 032.00) and landowners 
are reconfiguring and abandoning lot lines to make 2 lots out of 4 on existing developed 
properties, the new plat con figuration has two (2) parcels and totals of 2.02 acres. 

Mr. Sledge said he is abandoned some lot lines and is giving some to his neighbor. Thev 
are taking four lots and making them into two lots. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the request as presented. 

Dick Pelley 
Eric Newberry 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

4. Final Plat Approval for Revision to Haun Homeplace: the properties front on County Road 
249 right of way within the City of Athens Growth Boundary, (Tax Map 047 Parcel 092.00, Tax 
Map 047 Parcel 090.00 and Tax Map 047 Parcel 091.00) and the landowners are doing a land 
swap between existing developed properties, the plat has three (3) parcels and totals 5.88 acres. 

Mr. Casteel said there are three lots there and lot number two is giving a triangle 
indicated on the plat to lot number three and lot number thre i gi ing a triangle to lot 
number two. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the request as presented. 

Dick Pelley 
Jon a Garrett 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

5. Final Plat Approval for Revisions to Sterling Oaks Lots 12R and 13R: the properties fronts 
on County Road 703 right of way within the City of Athens Growth Boundary, (Tax Map 065 
Parcel 058.12, Tax Map 065 Parcel 058.13, Tax Map 065 Parcel 58.14 and a tract shown as Tax 
Map 065 Parcel 058.00) and are doing a land swap between one vacant parcel, one currently 
under developed parcel and combining one vacant parcel into one developed tract, the revised 
plat has two (2) parcels and part of one tract of land that totals 0. 91 acres. 

3 



Mr. Casteel said this is a lot correction out on weetfield Valley Road. Mr. Harris already 
owns a ten acre tract that comes off of the flag stem referenced on the plat. Mr. Casteel 
said Mr. Harris also owns another lot indicated on the plat and Mr. Crews owns two. Mr. 
Harris is buying two triangles from Mr. Crews and then he is giving som f a  lot and the 
other lot is being combined into the ten-acre tract. Mr. Casteel said thev are doing a land 
swap and sine it contains more than two lots, it has to come before the Planning 
Commission. 

bainnan Hamilton asked Mr. Casteel to explain again what was being done. 

Mr. Casteel said Mr. Harris owns a t  n-acre lot CMr. Casteel identified it on the plat) and 
showed where his flag stem was and said Mr. Harris owns another lot identified on the 
piaL Mr. Crews owns two lots (identified by Mr. Casteel on the plat). Th re is h use 
under construction (Mr. asteel identified where the house was) and there is a vacant lot. 
What they are doing is Mr. Crews is giving Mr. Harris two triangles off two separate lots. 
Mr. Harris is giving Mr. Crews a pm1ion (identified on the plat by Mr. Casteel) to 
c mpensate for the two triangles. Mr. Hanis is then taking one lot. abandoning it, and 
putting in hjs ten-acre b·act. What they are doing is taking four sepamte lots and ending 
up with U1ree. 

Chairman Hamilton asked if they (the Plaoni.ng Commission) could do this as one. 
Mr. Casteel said yes and Chairman Hamilton said it will just have to be recorded like this. 

MOTION: 

MADE: 
SECOND: 

VOTE: 

To approve the request and pre emed. 

Dick Pelley 
Eric Newberry 
Unanimous 
MOTION PASSED 

PETITIONS AND REQUE T FROM AUDIENCE 

There were no petitions or requests from the audience. 

STAFF REPORT 

Mr. Casteel c ngrotulated Dr. P 11 y on his election of Vice-Mayor for U1e City of Ath ns. He als 
stated that he will get back with the Commission in January after new appointees are in place about their 
tra i n j ng s s i ns. They will be in-h use. 1r. asteel reminded the ommission t make sure they fill 
out their disclosure . Mr. Casteel said they came up with a temporary fix for those who have suffered 
loss during the tornado. They are allowing them to put temporary RV's (Recreational Vehicles) free of 
charge in their yards for sixty day until their homes are repaired . They can apply for extension if it 
takes longer. 
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Chairman Hamilton asked ifth y have an idea of the number of houses that were damaged luring the 
tornado. Chief Dyer said they are cunently going door to door assessing the damage. They started on 
Saturday and he (Chief Dyer) probably has ten in his office. but they are nowhere near being done. but 
they m·e working Lhat di1·ection. hey will probably start workjng on commercial today. Chairman 

Hamilton said that the City Ordinance says if it is more than fifty percent of damage. it all has to be 
taken down. Chief Dyer said it does not have to be taken down but it does have to be brought back up to 

cunent code. You can rebuild it. but it has to be built to today' s code rather than when it was originally 
constructed. 

Chief Dyer gave everyone an update on the Gatlinburg fire. He said he dealt with Factory Mutual the 
other day when they wer doing a fire investigation for him. He said the investigator was on his way t 
Gatlinburg and they are going to put a "red X" on the road, put his GPS (Global Positioning System) 
there, get his coordinates, shoot three comers. and then they are going to cut a check if it is more than 
sixty percent damage and ther s no contents left. They are writing checks on site for the full policy 
replacement; insurance is getting ready to go up. 

Mr. Newbeny said it is amazing how the very best in people comes out in situations as this. Mr. 
ewberry said his preliminary T MA estimates around nine hundred thousand dollars worth f damage 

for AUB as ets alone and what it cost to replace them. It could be lower. it could be higher; it is one of 
the reasons they have money in the bank. It took out all their communications including their fiber optics 
down Jackson Street and. all their phone conununications were down until Friday evening through 
AT&T. He had to call four states to get that straightened out. All the more reason for uDderground 
utilities. 

Dr. Pelley said he hopes that Mr. Newbeny will make that known to the public. Mr. Newbeny said he 
would, there will be a debriefing. 

4b� 
Ralph Fenton, Secretary 
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